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The superinten-
dents from  Warren,
Northampton, Halifax,
Hertford and  Bertie
Counties and the Weldon
City Schools along with
their staff were very excit-
ed that the day of the tour-
nament had finally arrived.

The day started early
as the volunteers began
to arrive and grab their

t-shirts along with a cup /

of coffee (and danish) and
made their way to their
assigned station. Then
before you knew it the
22 teams and 220 students
exploded onto the Halifax
Community College
(HCC) campus and the
Roanoke River Valley
Education  Consortium
(RRVEC) Ultineers 4th
Invitational Robotics
Tournament swung into
high gear.

The coaches collected
their team’s t-shirts and
packets of information
and headed to the “Pit” to
set up their headquarters
for the day. Throughout
the morning all the teams
presented different aspects
of their work to three dif-
ferent panels of judges
and tuned up their robots
for the afternoon’s robot
game. After the morning
rounds all the teams and
volunteers were provided
a delicious lunch and pre-
pared for the afternoon
table challenge.

The afternoon por-
tion of the competition
began with all the teams
being introduced one by
one as they burst through
the smoke-filled entrance
accompanied with a spec-
tacular light show. They
were greeted by a lineup
of high fiving volunteers
that reached across the
entire auditorium. The
only thing that was more
impressive than the spe-
cial effects and music was
the delighted faces of all
the team members as they
made their way into the
area and were greeted by
the volunteer lineup.

The afternoon robot
game competition showed
the amazing work the
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Community

Ultineers Tournament deemed a success

Contributed

Northampton County’s Willis Hare Elementary/Conway Middle School’s ‘The Ro-
boticians’ took home the Champion Award in the recent Ultineers 4th Invitation

Robotics Tournament.

students had completed;
designing, building and
programming their robots
to complete as many mis-
sions as they could in 2
Y2 minutes to score the
maximum point. After all
the teams completed their
three rounds of robot runs
the judges returned to their
deliberations for which
teams would receive
awards.

As the judges deliber-
ated the teams were given
the opportunity to show
off their dance moves as
the DJ kept the fun roll-
ing in the arena until the
awards were ready to be
announced.

Twelve teams took
home thirteen trophies
with Northampton’s Willis
Hare Elementary/Conway
Middle team “The
Roboticians” taking home
the Champion Award.

Grace Smith, coach of
The Roboticians, stat-
ed after the tournament,
“I just want to take a
moment to thank you for
a WONDERFUL day on
Saturday. Our students
(as well as Ms. Cochran
[team mentor] and myself)
thoroughly enjoyed it. It

was one of the most excit-
ing days of my teaching
career-- so much fun!
Thank you for organiz-
ing such a great event. I
know that a lot of time
was invested into put-
ting on something of that
magnitude, and everything
went so smoothly. Our
students (along with the
coaches) learned so much
this season and can’t wait
to get started again next
year. Seeing children so
excited about learning is
quite an amazing experi-
ence.”

“As I watched the teams
move through the morn-
ing and prepare for their
judging presentations I
was delighted to see how
focused they were and how
much fun they were having
while dealing with some
stressful challenges,” Dr.
Monica Smith-Woofter,
Northampton County
Schools Superintendent
explained. “Their ideas
and presentations were
very impressive.”

“This tournament has
been amazing. The work
these students have dis-
played throughout the
day impressed the judg-
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Alex
isal¥% yearold, 41.1 Ib.,
unaltered, male, plot hound.
He is so sweet and playful. He
enjoys going for long walks and
catching some sun. He gets along
with other dogs here at the shelter.
He tested NEGATIVE for heart
worms. Alex is patiently waiting for
his forever home. Please help us
share the word and get Alex that
forever home he deserves.

¢ Animal control offers 1 year
rabies vaccines for $6 each.
e Call if you have 10 or more pets
that need rabies shot.
* Ask how you can get low cost
spay and neuter today!
* Remember to treat your pets
for fleas and ticks.
* Remember never to leave your
pet in a hot car unattended.

Warren County Animal Ark ¢ (252) 257-6137

Adoption Hours Monday-Friday from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Halifax Electric

%ﬁ Membership Corporation

Your Touchstone En

en power outages occur, we are prepared to
respond to the call!” 1-800-690-0522

(252) 445-5111
www.halifaxemc.com

es and referees and has
made us all very proud.”
exclaimed Dr. Eric
Cunningham, Halifax
County Superintendent.

“We had a great time
and learned a lot! I was
really impressed by the
entire day and am so excit-
ed for next year!” stated
Hillary Braden, Weldon
Middle School coach.

Dr. Ray Spain, Warren
County  Superintendent
commented, “It was fun
to watch all the students
cheer for one another as
the award winners were
announces and see all the
proud smiles on the faces
of all the award-winning
teams. One thing was clear
at the end of the day, as
we plan to expand this
program again next year
everyone will have to step
up their game if they hope
to win an award next sea-

son.”
Dr. Michael Elam,
President of Halifax

Community College, said,
“This was a great day we
were delighted to host
such an amazing event.”
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We protect your home and health from
mice, ants, termites, roaches and more.
Voted Best Pest Control!

Vance County 10 Years in o Row
Warren County 9 Years in a Row
“We promise our service will not only meet,
but will exceed your expectations.”

FREE Price Quotes
281 US Hwy. #1South, Norlina, NC 27563
(252) 456-2362 * (8717) 279-8628
www.aandspestcontroline.com

VA Lic #99005216 NC Lic #772PW

2008 Small
Business

of the Year
of Warren
County!

SPRING FLING

Spirdiy 35 - HISTORIC HOTEL NORLINA

’ a} o o o 133 US4
NORLINA, ¢

W "SAT. MARCH 24TH

v 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

" Local Vendors . . Somethlng for Everyons!

FREE ADMISSION _RAFFLES & PRIZES

UTILITY TRAILERS
EQUIPMENT TRAILERS
CAR TRAILERS-TILT
DUMP TRAILERS

Featuring Radial Tires, LED
Lights w/ Sealed Wiring
Harness, Tubing Sides,
Steps on Fenders, Rear Gate
Assist on Utility Trailers

Come see us
for the best
prices in
the area!

RIVER CITY MOTOR COMPANY

334 Roanoke Rapids Rd. « Gaston, NC 27832
Lin Wall - Brooks Wall - 252-537-7440

Lake Gaston
Gazette~-Observer
Questions?
Concerns?
Suggestions?
Story ldeas?

May We
Help You?

Chad B. Harrison - 434-432-1654, ext. 37
Richard Ingram - 434-432-1654, ext. 15

or email: feedback@womackpublishing.com

LAKE GASTON’S

STATE SHO

252-586-2700 (office)

For more information on advertising in the
Real Estate Showcase magazine, contact Heather

Account Executive, Real Estate Showcase Magazine
5 * 252-213-3520 (cell)
4| ads@lakegastongazette-observer.com (e-mail)

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE MAGAZINE: Now Serving Lake Gaston
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SERVING AREAS
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Smith Mountain Lake,
Roanoke & Lynchburg




